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performances, take a look at the 
clips of The Rolling Stones doing 
Paint It Black, plus The Who doing 
Anyway Anyhow Anywhere, and 
imagine Top Of The Pops trying 
anything even half as bold. 

Pioneering director Michael 
Lindsay-Hogg talks us through 
what inspired him.

That said, it was Top Of The Pops, 
launched in 1964, that would 
effectively sound the death knell 
for Ready Steady Go! 

In the end, a safe, chart-based 
approach proved the better bet. 

Mind you, Top Of The Pops 
ultimately suffered the same sad 
fate, didn’t it? And only 40 years 
later.

huge feature, but it also brought  
us the likes of Lulu, Dusty 
Springfield (who originally hosted), 
plus the first proper exposure  
on British TV for Motown acts such 
as The Supremes and Stevie 
Wonder.

When a raw teenager called 
Cathy McGowan then came on 
board, it was as if the final piece of 
its jigsaw had slotted into place. 
McGowan was the embodiment of 
everything the show stood for. 

Her youth, fashion sense and 
genuine love of the music – plus 
the fact she quite frequently 
messed up – meant the viewers 
came to adore her. 

As for the presentation of the 

of televised music shows, such  
as BBC1’s late-Fifties series 
Six-Five Special, but these had 
mostly been quite cosy and light 
entertainment-based. 

There’s a Six-Five Special clip 
that I’ll admit is rather shocking, 
but only because it features Des 
O’Connor.

The point about Ready Steady 
Go!, as this fine documentary 
reminds us, is that it was proudly 
targeting the kids, back when  
that was a refreshing idea rather 
than the stuff of toe-curling  
cliché.

Early-Sixties British R&B acts 
– The Who, The Rolling Stones, The 
Beatles, The Animals etc – were a 

hour-long documentary is the least 
it deserves. To fully appreciate this 
groundbreakingness – yes, I do 
know there’s no such word, but 
hey, I’m breaking new ground – 
you have to see Ready Steady Go! 
in the context of what had gone 
before. Which frankly wasn’t a lot, 
at least not in this vein.

Obviously there’d been plenty  

I
N SOMEONE who didn’t 
know better – a millennial, 
say, or a nitwit – a cursory 
glance at THE STORY OF 
READY STEADY GO! 
(BBC4, 9pm) might prompt 

little more than a shrug.
What on earth is this? What’s all 

the fuss about? A load of creaky 
old black-and-white clips from 
some prehistoric pop show? 

It’s hardly Ready Steady Cook,  
is it?

But that prehistoric pop show, 
which went out on ITV on Friday 
nights for just over three years, 
from August 1963 to December 
1966, happens to have been 
somewhat groundbreaking. An 

In tune with its viewers
Mike Ward 
previews 
tonight’s TV

DID YOU KNOW? Rick Stein once converted a mobile 
disco in Padstow, which he had run as a student,  
into a quayside nightclub with his friend, Johnny.  
It became known for its freeze-dried curries. 

PICKS OF THE DAY 
Gardening: Gardeners’ World, BBC2, 
8.30pm
Fond memories of former presenters 
Percy Thrower, Alan Titchmarsh and 
particularly the lovely Geoff Hamilton 
remain but you cannot help but enjoy 
the modern incarnation of Gardeners’ 
World. Now being broadcast in a 
seventh decade – the first episode 
aired in 1968 – the new series starts 
as spring arrives and Monty Don (left) 
reflects on how Longmeadow has 
fared during an extraordinarily wet 
winter and gets going on a few 
essential tasks to get the garden into 
gear for the seasons to come. With 
the popularity of houseplants gaining 
momentum, Frances Tophill visits 
RHS Wisley to find out how to care for 
different types of indoor plants.

Transport: The Yorkshire Steam Railway: Full Steam 
Ahead, Channel 5, 8pm
War Weekend on the NY Moors railway is big news – 
very big news. One of the biggest events in the line’s 
calendar arrives and the whole railway is transformed 
into a nostalgic snapshot of wartime Britain, proving 
popular with steam enthusiasts, war re-enactors and 
others fascinated by days gone by. The festivities 
provide a much-needed cash boost to the coffers.

Film: Jack Reacher: Never Go Back, E4, 9pm
Four years after we first met Jack Reacher, he 
returned for this decent sequel. The vigilante tries to 
save an army major who has been framed for murder 
and treason. It transpires that she has been targeted 
by a secret government conspiracy, and together they 
go on the run to expose the truth. Action thriller 
sequel based on Lee Child’s novel, starring Tom 
Cruise (above), Cobie Smulders and Danika Yarosh.

Entertainment: The Last 
Leg, C4, 10pm
The Last Leg team have 
been asking #isitokay for 
more than 200 episodes 
and 18 series now and 
they are still finding new 
ways to keep us 
entertained but sadly this 
is the last in the current 
run for Adam Hills, Josh 
Widdicombe (right) and 
Alex Brooker. The trio are 
joined by celebrity guests 
for a comic review of the 
significant moments of 
the past seven days with 
anyone who has been 
making the headlines 
over the last week well in 
the sights of the three 
funnymen.

Food And Drink: Rick 
Stein’s Secret France,  
BBC2, 7pm
The border regions of 
Alsace and Jura are 
ticked off by Rick Stein 
(left) tonight as his 
‘journey without maps’ 
goes on. He then begins 
to head inland into 
Burgundy for a 
memorable glass of 
Auxey-Duresses wine and 
oeufs en meurette with a 
difference. Following a 
memorable Sunday lunch 
near the Swiss border, he 
is inspired to recreate a 
traditional blueberry tart. 
Stein is spoiled tonight, 
enjoying his favourite 
French dish and cheese.
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